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As a community of women  

    created in the image of God, 

    called to discipleship in Jesus  

    Christ and empowered by the                     

    Holy Spirit,  

we commit ourselves to  

    grow in faith, 

    affirm our gifts, 

    support one another in our callings,  

    engage in ministry and action, and 

    promote healing and wholeness 

        in the church, 

        the society, and 

        the world.  

P.   1 

P.   2 

P.   3 

P.   4  

P.   5 

P.   6 

P.   7 

P.   8 

P.   9 

A Message from Our SWO President 

 

     I can’t believe that summer is almost gone and school districts 

are trying to decide how to safely have the kids begin a new school 

year.  

     It’s been a relaxing summer for me. I’ve been enjoying my back 

yard and doing some sewing with my daughter. 

      Please remember that our synodical convention has been  

cancelled for this year. Our officers and board members will  

continue in their responsibilities until our convention next October. 

We’ll be setting the date for that in the near future.  

     Also, remember that the triennial convention will be held in  

August of next year. You can check the Women of the ELCA  

website for information. Your SWO board has continued to meet 

during this time. We are thankful that we can meet via the internet 

with Zoom.  

     Our editor, Robin Fatla has information for us in this Gleanings 

concerning what a few of our congregations are doing. She has also 

included resources and ideas that we can use during this time that 

we can’t be together. Thank you to Robin for gathering all of this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reformation Day 
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DEAR FRIEND IN CHRIST 
Want to sustain the community that is a hallmark of 
Women of the ELCA? Then join Dear Friend in 
Christ, a unique letter-exchange project to which all 
participants are invited. 

How does it work? 

1. Write a letter. Use the “Dear Friend in Christ” salutation. Fill a page or two, however you are in-
spired. Among other things, please share your thoughts on these questions: How is your faith in Je-
sus Christ sustaining you during the global pandemic? What words of encouragement can you offer 
the person who receives your letter? 

2. You can handwrite or type the letter. 

3. You could include a drawing, a photo, or a recipe, anything that fits into an envelope. 

4. Offer up a prayer for the recipient. 

5. You may include your mailing address in the letter if you do not wish to remain anonymous. 

6. Print and sign the Dear Friend in Christ release form on the opposite page. If you don’t have ac-
cess to a printer, please use our online form. We cannot exchange letters without a release. 

7. Mail your letter and signed release form to Dear Friend in Christ, Women of the ELCA, 8765 W 
Higgins Road, Chicago IL 60631. Deadline for mailing letters to the churchwide organization is 

What else do I need to know? 

When you write to Dear Friend in Christ, your letter will be swapped with a letter from another 
writer. They will get your letter; you will get their letter. The exchange is anonymous (unless 
you provide your contact information), so you can share as little or as much information about 
yourself as you like. 

Dear Friend in Christ is open to all participants, although writers under 18 must have parental 

consent. Download the release form. 

Letters are paired at random, and we will try to match participants with someone in a different ge-
ographical part of the ELCA. Women of the ELCA staff read all letters before the exchange 
happens. 

Letters will be mailed to participants on a rolling basis, beginning in June 2020. We will continue 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/DFICpermfill.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/special-initiatives/dear-friend-christ/dear-friend-in-christ-release-form
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/DFICpermfill.pdf
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“Support one another in our 

 callings”...ministry continues during 

The women at St. John in Grafton, continue to  

assemble quilts even during this time of no social gather-

ing.  The material is picked up at the church and taken 

home. Squares are cut and sewn together and returned to 

the church - waiting for the day when the ladies can gather 

again to complete the quilts. 

*  *  *  *  *  *   

St. Stephen the Martyr women in Greendale, will be 

resuming their study of the book of Luke on the 2nd and 

4th Wednesdays of September. Keeping close watch on 

the Covid-19 numbers, they will either meet in person at 

the church or by Zoom. They continue to hold food drives 

to supply their sponsored food pantries. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

The women and friends at Nativity, Wauwatosa, 

continue to meet for quilting and given there are only 

three of them, physical distancing has not been a problem.  

Over 100 school bags have been sewn for Lutheran World 

Relief and a collection of supplies to fill them is now un-

derway. If you would like to make a donation of school 

supplies to help fill the bags, please contact Cheryl Isotalo 

at  cisotalo@yahoo.com 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

The women at Village Church in downtown  

Milwaukee, are actively participating in voter  

registration in their neighborhood. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

The members at St. Olaf in Rubicon, have formed a soup 

and bread ministry. Twice a month soup, bread and other  

non-perishables are packaged - closely observing safety 

protocols -  for distribution to persons or families in need. 

A dedicated Bible study group has been meeting in person 

since mid-June. Working with Outreach for Hope and All  

People’s Church, packaged meals, canned goods, and 

fresh produce  - some provided by St. Olaf members - are 

available to those in need. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

.Our friends at Ascension in Milwaukee, continue to tape 

and broadcast, 3 different language services - English, 

Spanish & Hmong - on Facebook and the church website. 

Since mid-June, they are also holding parking lot services 

with worshippers observing physical distancing protocols. 

Christian Women Who Shaped History 

Florence Nightingale was a member of the Church of Eng-

land and often prayed for God to give her a task that would 

define her life. During the Crimean War, she trained and 

organized nurses to care for wounded soldiers and became 

known as the founder of modern nursing.  

 

Born into a Quaker family with a long history of anti-slave  

activism, Susan B. Anthony developed an early sense of  

fairness and justice. She dedicated her life to women’s suf-

frage after joining the women’s rights movements in 1852. 

She campaigned for the abolition of slavery, the right for 

women to own their own property, to keep their earnings, as 

well as their right to attend higher learning institutions.   An-

thony was deeply faithful and "refused to secularize the 

women's rights movement, knowing it would take both the 

religious and the irreligious to change society." 

 

Known as the “Mother of the Modern-Day Civil Rights  

Movement,” Rosa Parks was a seamstress and civil rights  

activist who became famous for her refusal to obey a bus  

driver’s demand that she give up her seat to a white male.  

In her book Quiet Strength, Parks says this about how God 

helped her the fateful day she refused to give up her seat. "I 

felt the Lord would give me the strength to endure whatever 

I had to face. God did away with all my fear...It was time for 

someone to stand up--or, in my case, sit down. I refused to 

move." 

 

After her parent’s jointly founded the Christian Mission, 

which later became the Salvation Army, Evangeline Cory 

Booth dedicated her life to the same missional mindset and 

led the Salvation Army for 30 years before becoming the 

first female General in the International Salvation Army. 

Jennifer Wiseman was a senior project scientist for the 

Hubble Space Telescope and became the director of the Dia-

logue on Science, Ethics, and Religion for the  

American Association of the Advancement of Science. This 

organization encourages communication between scientists 

and religious communities throughout the world. 

 

Mother Teresa was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 

for her work in “bringing help to suffering humanity.” 

Known to minister to those that others wouldn’t even  

consider, she became one of the most famous missionaries 

of all time. Throughout her life she felt plagued by the pain 

of doubt, of God not wanting her, of God not being God, of 

CANCELED 

OCTOBER, 2020 

GREATER MILWAUKEE 

SYNODICAL WOMEN’S  

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/what-is-salvation-also-why-it-s-needed-and-how-to-get-it.html
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REMEMBER: 
 

Your offerings, though may be somewhat 

smaller, are still VERY important and  

needed, by your Greater Milwaukee Synod 

AND churchwide organizations. 

 

Have your unit treasurer continue to send 

what she can to help with the costs of  

maintaining the organization 

 
Mail UNIT offerings to: 

 

Treasurer: Tori Mallak 

 132 S. 92nd Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53214 

 

We give Thee but thine own, 

What - e’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is thine alone, 

A trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 

To comfort and to bless 

To find a balm for woe. 

To tend those lost in loneliness, 

Treasurer’s Report … June 30, 2020 

Receipts Actual YTD 2020Budget 

Board Offerings $110.00 $0.00 

Cluster Funds $0.00 $0.00 

Unit Offerings  $1,347.80 $5,000.00 

Convention Offering $0.00 $2,000.00 

Convention Registration (Synod) $0.00 $3,500.00 

Special Event/Retreat Offering  $0.00 $0.00 

Special Event/Retreat Registrations $0.00 $0.00 

Designated Income $9.00 $1,000.00 

Miscellaneous $0.00 $500.00 

Total Receipts $1,466.80 $12,000.00 

Disbursements     

Board Offering Disbursements $85.00   

Unit Offerings to CWO $489.50 $2,500.00 

Convention Offering Disbursement $0.00 $2,000.00 

Retreat Offering Disbursement $0.00                0.00 

Designated Expense $0.00 $300.00 

Program I Mission Growth $0.00 $10.00 

Program II Mission Community $0.00 $10.00 

Program III Mission Action $0.00 $10.00 

Program IV & V Executive Com & Brd $0.00 $650.00 

Program VI Convention Committee $0.00 $3,250.00 

Program VII Clusters $0.00 $10.00 

Program VIII Financial Matters $0.00 $150.00 

Program IX Newsletter $375.32 $1,000.00 

Program X Special Events $0.00 $50.00 

Program XI Scholarships  -Synod Conv. $0.00 $200.00 

                                         -Triennial $1,200.00 $880.00 

                                         -Other $0.00 $50.00 

Program XII Anti-Racism $0.00 $180.00 

Program XIII Miscellaneous $0.00 $700.00 

Triennial Promoter $0.00 $50.00 

Total Disbursements $2,149.82 $12,000.00 

Assets   

SWO Checking $10,127.73 

SWO Savings $6,205.96 

Mission Investment Fund $3,307.28 

Total Assets $19,640.97 

Designated Funds   

1/2 Unit Offering $489.50 

Board Offering $110.00 

Convention Offering $0.00 

Scholarship-Synod Convention $100.00 

                 -Triennial Conv. $2,290.00 

                 -Other $200.00 

Triennial Promoter $0.00 

Convention $1,739.47 

Mission Investment Fund $3,307.28 

Unexpected Expense $0.00 

Total Designated Funds $8,236.25 

Funds Available in Checking and sav- $8,097.44 

Total Funds Available $8,097.44 

 

THANKOFFERING 
 

Lutheran Women have participated in annual Thankoffering 

Services since the early 1900’s.  Remember the old slogan 

“a penny a day - the thankoffering way”?  There was always 

a thankoffering box, or some container, in plain sight where 

a coin was placed as women counted their daily blessings.  

Then sometime, usually the fall of the year, a service was 

held and women brought those thankoffering boxes/

containers forward to the altar of the Lord with joy and 

thanksgiving for what God had first given them. 

 

Today these Thankofferings support the total outreach  
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T-shirts are available for purchase! 
 

The palette of deep purple and bright green in 

the logo is reflective of the scenery of the valley 

in the Phoenix area.  Along with the bright  

purple flowers and vibrant green cacti. The  

turquoise color connects to the history of native 

cultures in Arizona and southwest region. Red 

signifies love.  The shade of red in our  

gathering logo is not one of fire or caution, but 

rather one of joy. 

 

Underneath we have added Greater Milwaukee 

to indicate the synod we are from.   We will be 

selling them for Triennial, but you do not need 

to go to Phoenix to represent Greater Mil-

waukee!!   

 

They are the same basic t-shirt we ordered for 

last Triennial so you will be able to judge your 

size. 

Please make 

your check  

payable to  

Greater  

Milwaukee 

WELCA and 

mail to: 

Donna Yourell 

S70 W14846 

Dartmouth Cir 

Muskego, WI 

53150 
 

Any questions? 

Donna Yourell 

414-422-1837 

414-531-9641 

Registration for 2021 event is open at elcatg.org 
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Happy Grandparents Day - September 13 

Build community with our 
Faithful Friends program  

Our community of women called to disci-
pleship in Jesus Christ is built on a foun-
dation of friendship, faithfulness, and 
hope for our future together. But the 
global COVID-19 pandemic is starting 
to undermine that foundation. You can 
help firm up our foundation of faith and 
hope by joining “Faithful Friends”, our 

monthly giving program. 

“Faithful Friends” is an easy way for you to 

support Women of the ELCA – automatical-
ly! You can start giving online right now. 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

When you sign up for “Faithful Friends,” 
you choose the amount to be automatical-
ly charged to your credit card or automati-
cally withdrawn from your checking ac-
count. 

“Faithful Friends” supports the Women of 
the ELCA general fund, which makes it 
possible for your churchwide organization 
to act quickly and flexibly in response to 
any need that may arise. 

The prophet Isaiah tells us that God says, 
“I am about to do a new thing” (43:19a). 
And “Faithful Friends” is one way you can 
help Women of the ELCA be ready for 
whatever new thing God has in store. 

TO GET STARTED GO TO: 

 https://community.elca.org/faithfulfriends  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN LUTHERAN WOMEN ACROSS 

THE CHURCH IN PRAYER EVERY 

TUESDAY AT NOON  
 

We have revitalized a discipline carried out in 

our organization in the past: gathering in prayer 

on Tuesdays at noon. We’ve created a simple 

form to follow: reflect on God’s word, offer 

prayers, and reflect on your self-care and the 

care of others. We have a one-page  

downloadable prayer sheet available 

on welca.org.  

 

Come together every Tuesday at noon to pray 

together, resting sure in the knowledge that 

“neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39 

NRSV)  

 

Now is the time to rely heavily on one another. 

Because we cannot meet together in person, we 

will find creative ways to offer each other that 

mutual consolation.  

 

Participate within our social media  

communities. They are ways to gather virtually. 

Within Facebook, we have a Women of the 

ELCA community, one centered 

http://www.welca.org/faithfulfriends
http://www.welca.org/faithfulfriends
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/faithfulfriendsonline
https://community.elca.org/faithfulfriends
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/faithfulfriendsonline
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/faithfulfriendsonline
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/faithfulfriendsonline
https://community.elca.org/faithfulfriends
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/prayer2020fi.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/prayer2020fi.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/prayer2020fi.pdf
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WELCA SITES OF INTEREST 
 

There are so many resources available on the welca.org site - for FREE! 

 

 A student uses her voice and talent to advocate against sexual assault 

 https://www.boldcafe.org/think 

 

 Raising up healthy women and girls 
 https://www.womenoftheelca.org/filebin/pdf/resources/RaisingUpHealthyWomenGirlsResource.pdf  

 

 “The Truths We Tell” - Sara Olson-Smith 

 https://www.bold.cafe.org - podcast 

 

 “Are You a Bag (Blessed and Gifted) Lady?” 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8oJipk6ZAA&t=38s  

 

 How to talk constructively about racism 

 https://www.womenoftheelca.org/filebin/pdf/justice/HelpfulConversations.pdf  

 

 A great resource to strengthen your congregation and community regarding human 

trafficking 

           https://www.womenoftheelca.org/filebin/pdf/resources/UnderstandingAndRespondingToTrafficking.pdf 

 

Many more resources for ministry, social jus-

About Bold Café 

Café is an online magazine and podcast for and 

with young adult women who identify as Lutheran 

or not. 

Café shares stories written by bold young 
women who write about faith, relationships, 
advocacy and more. Readers and writers 
of Café include pastors, seminary and  
college students, and other young adult 
women who use Café as a Bible study  
resource individually or with a group. 
Although many women in their 20s and 30s 
contribute in every issue, Café can be used 
and shared by women of all ages. 
www.boldcafe.org 

 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/filebin/pdf/resources/RaisingUpHealthyWomenGirlsResource.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8oJipk6ZAA&t=38s
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/filebin/pdf/justice/HelpfulConversations.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/filebin/pdf/resources/UnderstandingAndRespondingToTrafficking.pdf
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Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President: Sue Seidemann (2021) 

  Worship 3729 N. 12th Street  

  Resource  Sheboygan, WI 53083 

  Books                     920-452-1634 Cell: 920-946-1857  

                                  seidesue@Charter.net 

                                  St. Peter LC - Sheboygan 

 
Vice Pres:             Karen Hoffman (2020) 

       5302 Mansfield Drive 

                                     Greendale, WI 53129 

                                                                Cell: 414-421-9249 

                                     ksh3231gw@sbcglobal.net 

                                     St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale 

Secretary:       Laura Ruiz (2020) 

Historian   171 N. 71st Street 

                             Milwaukee, WI 53213 

                                                 Cell:  414-704-7849 

                             ruizlm60@yahoo.com 
                             Ascension LC - Milwaukee 

        

               

Treasurer:           Victoria Mallak  (2021) 

 Finance Chair      132 S. 92nd Street 

 Offerings              Milwaukee, WI 53214 

BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Mission Team     Robin Fatla (2021) 

Gleanings Editor    W62 N616 Washington Ave 

      Cedarburg, WI  53012 

             Cell: 262 339-8898 

      rlwfatla@gmail.com 

      St. John - Grafton 

 

Mission Team        Cheryl Isotalo (2021) 

      6333 W. Cleveland Ave. 

      West Allis, WI 

 

Anti-Racism     Lona Eubanks (2021) 

      10260 W. Terra Ave. 

                    Milwaukee, WI 53224  

                                 414-368-3363                       

                                 l.eubanks@sbcglobal.net 

                                 Incarnation LC - Milwaukee 
 

Convention      Donna Hallada (2020)  

 Chair                      1707 Garden Lane  

                                 West Bend, WI 53095 

                                 262-429-1323 

                                 brhallada@charter.net 

 Trinity Lutheran Church—West Bend                       
 

Convention     Vicki Watkins (2021)    

Intern       1727   N. 53rd St. #1 

                                  Milwaukee, WI  53208   

       414 475-6967 (H) 

       414 610_8408 (C) 

               csmchaplain@aol.com 

       Village Church - Milwaukee 

 

Cluster/Cong.     Pam Maschke (2020) 

Liaison      5271 S. 22nd Street 

      Milwaukee, WI 53221 

      414-282-3956  Cell:  414-526-6605 

      pamwald13@hotmail.com 

     St. Stephen the Martyr LC - Greendale 

 

 

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women’s Organization 

Website:  www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org 

                   
Gleanings Mailing Crew  

Chair:   Julie Starks  414-483-0122   jastarks@earthlink.net 
 

Crew:      Nancy Sack 414-545-5434nsack@att.net  
 

“Gleanings” is published four times each year  

March, June, September and December 
 

Articles for each publication should be submitted by 

the first of February, May, August and November 
 

Submit Gleanings articles to Robin Fatla 

Joint Clusters I, II, III, IV   Nancy Sack  

414-545-5434 nsack@att.net                                     
  

Webmaster:  Sandy Allen     

allen.sjwerner@gmail.com (this is new) 
 

Facebook Coordinator: Caitlin Vang   

hi5.caitlin@gmail.com 
 

Communications Chair: Julie Starks  

414-483-0122    
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA                                                                                                   

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Organization                          

3259 S. Swain Court 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-3107 

 

Address Service Requested 

 
 

PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

DATED MATERIAL 
 

 

 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Milwaukee, WI 

Permit No.3678 

NOTICE  TO  INDIVIDUAL  GLEANINGS  SUBSCRIBERS 
 

Please look closely at your address sticker and take note of the numbers following your name.  Those numbers 

are the date that your Gleanings subscription will expire.  If the letters “comp” follow your name that indicates 

you are receiving a complimentary copy.   

 

To receive an individual subscription mailed to your home, send $5 for a one-year subscription (4 copies) or 

$9 for a two year subscription (8 copies).  Make check payable to “Women of the ELCA” and mail your order 

to Julie Starks, 3259 S. Swain Ct., Milwaukee, WI 53207-3107. 

 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Congregational Unit________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ANOTHER WAY TO RECEIVE THE GLEANINGS … THIS IS FREE 
 

You can receive the Gleanings free of charge via e-mail.  To do this send your name and your e-mail address 

to Julie Starks at jastarks@earthlink.net  You may also access Gleanings through our new website at………. 

www.greatermilwaukeeswo.org. 




